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Of Mice and Men Chapter 3:
Found Poem Exercise
Steinbeck uses such beautiful diction (word choice) in his novel of Mice and Men. The following quote is taken from Chapter 3. The silence plays a large role in setting the mood of this scene. Using a minimum of three phrases from this quote, create a poem of your own. The phrases in the box are poetic, but feel free to use any others you find in the quote that are fitting for your poem. Your poem does not have to rhyme or have a formal structure, but should contain some of your own words and be at least 8 lines long or more. Your poem can reflect the novel and/or silence, but do not have to. These poems will be shared in class and will be collected.
“His voice trailed off. It was silent outside. Carlson’s footsteps died away. The silence came into the room. And the silence lasted… It came out of the night and invaded the room… They took places opposite each other at the table under the light, but George did not shuffle the cards. He rippled the edge of the deck nervously, and the little snapping noise drew the eyes of all the men in the room, so that he stopped doing it. The silence fell on the room again. A minute passed, and another minute… There came a little gnawing sound from under the floor and all the men looked down toward it gratefully… A shot sounded in the distance. The men looked quickly at the old man. Every head turned toward him. For a moment he continued to stare at the ceiling. Then he rolled slowly over and faced the wall and lay silent. George shuffled the cards noisily and dealt them (48 – 49).”

Phrases to consider:


voice trailed off


silent outside


footsteps died away


the silence came into the room


came out of the night


rippled the edge of the deck


snapping noise


silence fell on the room


gnawing sound


shot sounded in the distance


stare at the ceiling


lay silent








